Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BUDAPE 02784 180313Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 
PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 /024W 

075921 180318Z/72 

R 171414Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
TO USIA WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 9171 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BUDAPEST 2784 

USIAC 

USIA FOR IEU 

WARSAW FOR SENATOR MC GOVERN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: SENATOR GEORGE MC GOVERN'S PRESS CONFERENCE, AUGUST 16 

1 . AT THE END OF HIS VISIT TO BUDAPEST (AUGUST 13-16) 

SENATOR MC GOVERN HELD AN AIRPORT ON-THE-RECORD NEWS 
CONFERENCE ATTENDED BY 14 JOURNALISTS REPRESENTING 
HUNGARIAN MEDIA, AS WELL AS AP, UPI AND REUTERS. 

2. SENATOR MC GOVERN REPLIED TO QUESTIONS ON DETENTE, 

MFN, THE NEUTRON BOMB, THE HUNGARIAN CROWN AND HUNGARY 
AS A BRIDGE BETWEEN EAST AND WEST DURING THE 30 MINUTE 
SESSION. 

3. COMMENTING OF DETENTE, MC GOVERN SAID THAT HE WAS 
OPTIMISTIC THAT THE PROCESS WOULD CONTINUE AND THAT THERE 
WAS NO ALTHERNATIVE TO DETENTE. IN CONNECTION WITH 

THIS, HE MENTIONED THAT HE HAD BEEN IN GENEVA BEFORE 
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COMING TO BUDAPEST AND THAT HE HAD A THREE HOUR 
MEETING WITH THE CHIEF OF THE SOVIET SALT DELEGATION, 

SEMYONOV, WHILE THERE. ON MFN HE SAID THAT HE PERSONALLY 
SUPPORTS IT, BUT BELIEVES THAT THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH 
MUST TAKE THE INITIATIVE ON IMPLEMENTING IT FOR 
HUNGARY. ASKED HIS VIEWS ON THE NEUTRON BOMB, HE REPLIED 
THAT PRESIDENT CARTER WAS THE FIRST PRESIDENT TO REFUSE 
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TO BUILD THE B-l BOMBER, SINCE THE INITIAL DECISION TO 
DEVELOP THE BOMBER WAS MADE DURING PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S 
ADMINISTRATION. THAT IN ITSELF, MC GOVERN CONTINUED, 

WAS A SIGNIFICANT DECISION ON THE PART OF THIS ADMINI- 
STRATION BECAUSE IT LIMITS T BUILDING OF NEW STRATEGIC 
WEAPONS SYSTEMS FOR THE FIRST TIME. SPECIFICALLY ON THE 
NEUTRON BOMB. HE FELT THAT IT PROVIDES NO PARTICULAR 
ADVANTAGE SINCE THE ADDITION OF THAT WEAPON WILL NOT 
CHANGE THE MILITARY BALANCE. HE ALSO SAID THAT HE VOTED 
AGAINST THE NEUTRON BOMB IN THE SENATE AND THAT HE WAS 
GENERALLY OPPOSED TO IT. COMMENTING ON THE CRONWN, 
SENATOR MC GOVERN SAID THAT HE FELT THE CROWN SHOULD BE 
RETURNED TO HUNGARY RATHER SOONER THAN LATER. FINALLY, 

ON THE QUESTION OF HUNGARY AS A BRIDGE BETWEEN EAST AND 
WEST, HE POINTED TO HUNGARY'S HISTORIC RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE WEST, ITS UNDERSTANDING OF WESTERN WAYS AND AT 
THE SAME TIME ITS SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP TO THE SOVIET 
UNION. BECAUSE OF THE UNUSUAL TIES IN BOTH DIRECTIONS 
SENATOR MC GOVERN FELT THAT HUNGARY COULD PLAY A 
UNIQUE ROLE IN THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN EAST AND WEST 
AND CONTRIBUTE TO GREATER UNDERSTANDING ON BOTH SIDES. 

4. COVERAGE OF SENATOR MC GOVERN'S REMARKS WAS ALMOST 
COMPLETE, ALTHOUGH NOT ALL POINTS WERE REPORTED IN ALL 
PAPERS. THE ONLY EXCEPTION WAS THE THOUGHT THAT 
HUNGARY COULD ACT AS A BRIDGE BETWEEN EAST AND WEST. THAT 
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WAS NOT REPORTED AT ALL. IN ADDITION TO THE PRESS 
CONFERENCE A SPECIAL INTERVIEW WITH VILAGGAZDASAG, THE 
DAILY ECONOMIC NEWSPAPER, WAS ALSO PUBLISHED IN THAT 
NEWSPAPER. IN THAT INTERVIEW SENATOR MC GOVERN EXPANDED 
HIS VIEWS ON MFN FOR HUNGARY. HE SAID THAT IN ORDER TO 
OBTAIN MFN, HUNGARY WILL HAVE TO GIVE "CERTAIN ASSURANCES", 
BUT THAT THERE SHOULD BE "NO PARTICULAR DIFFICULTIES." 

HE WAS ALSO ASKED IF HIS CUBAN TRIP WAS AN OPENING BETWEEN 
WASHINGTON AND HAVANA AND WHAT NEXT STEP WOULD BE. 

IN REPLY SENATOR MC GOVERN SAID THAT THE TRADE EMBARGO 
SHOULD BE LIFTED AT LEAST PARTIALLY AS A FIRST STEP. 

5. COMMENT: THE HUNGARIAN MFA ARRANGED THIS PRESS 
CONFERENCE AT OUR REQUEST. IT WAS OBVIOUS FROM THE TURN- 
OUT OF JOURNALISTS THAT THEY CONSIDERED MC GOVERN'S VISIT 
TO BE SIGNIFICANT. CONSIDERING THAT SENATOR 

MC GOVERN'S CODEL WAS THE THIRD ONE DURING THE SPACE 
OF ONE WEEK, AND THAT THE OTHER TWO DELEGATIONS 
ALSO RECEIVED MEDIA ATTENTION BOTH ON TV, RADIO AND 
IN THE PRESS, WE CONSIDER THAT THE TURN OUT AND THE INTEREST 
FOR THIS PRESS CONFERENCE WAS ANOTHER INDICATION OF THE 
HUNGARIAN'S UNUSUAL RESPONSIVENESS TO HIGH LEVEL 
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U.S. VISITORS AT THIS TIME. 
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